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ITEM 4 
 
 

SUBJECT 
 
CONSIDERATION OF A PROPOSED RESOLUTION APPROVING AMENDMENTS TO THE 
WATER QUALITY CONTROL PLANS FOR THE SACRAMENTO RIVER AND SAN JOAQUIN 
RIVER BASINS AND THE TULARE LAKE BASIN TO ESTABLISH A REGION-WIDE 
MUNICIPAL AND DOMESTIC SUPPLY (MUN) BENEFICIAL USE EVALUATION PROCESS IN 
AGRICULTURALLY DOMINATED SURFACE WATER BODIES AND TO REMOVE THE MUN 
BENEFICIAL USE FROM 231 CONSTRUCTED OR MODIFIED AGRICULTURAL DRAINS IN 
THE SAN LUIS CANAL COMPANY DISTRICT 
 
DISCUSSION 
 
On 11 August 2017, the Central Valley Regional Water Quality Control Board (Central Valley 
Water Board) adopted Resolution R5-2017-0088 amending the Water Quality Control Plans for 
the Sacramento River and San Joaquin River Basins and the Tulare Lake Basin to establish a 
region-wide MUN beneficial use evaluation process in agriculturally dominated surface water 
bodies and to remove the MUN beneficial use from 231 constructed or modified agricultural 
drains in the San Luis Canal Company District. 
 
The Central Valley Water Board’s incorporation of State Water Board Resolution No. 88-63 
(Sources of Drinking Water Policy) into the Basin Plans designated all surface and ground water 
bodies as supporting the Municipal and Domestic Supply (MUN) beneficial use.  The only water 
bodies where this designation does not apply are water bodies specifically identified in the Basin 
Plans as not supporting the MUN use.  The Basin Plans do not list the vast majority of the 
agriculturally (Ag) dominated surface water bodies in the region, including thousands of 
constructed agricultural drains, which means that the MUN beneficial use, and the water quality 
objectives to protect that use, currently apply to these water bodies.  
 
The Sources of Drinking Water Policy contains exception criteria for water bodies designed 
and/or modified to convey agricultural drainage.  Utilizing this exception requires a Basin Plan 
Amendment to de-designate the MUN use in the relevant water body.  Consistent with the 
Sources of Drinking Water Policy, Board staff are proposing amendments to the Basin Plans 
that would:  
 

1. Establish a standardized region-wide process for evaluating the appropriate MUN 
beneficial use and associated water quality objectives in, as well as implementation and 
monitoring requirements for, Ag dominated surface water bodies across the Central 
Valley; 
 

2. Establish a Limited MUN (LMUN) beneficial use that could apply to Ag dominated water 
bodies that do not meet the exception criteria in the Sources of Drinking Water Policy but 
that have inherent limiting conditions such as low or intermittent flows and/or elevated 
natural background constituent concentrations; and,  
 

3. Apply the process and remove the MUN beneficial use from 231 constructed or modified 
Ag dominated surface water bodies within the San Luis Canal Company (SLCC) service 
area. 

http://www.waterboards.ca.gov/centralvalley/board_decisions/adopted_orders/resolutions/r5-2017-0088_res.pdf
https://www.waterboards.ca.gov/board_decisions/adopted_orders/resolutions/2006/rs2006_0008_rev_rs88_63.pdf
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The proposed Basin Plan Amendments are based on a water body categorization approach that 
was developed through a stakeholder process.  The proposed approach would standardize the 
way the Board identifies water bodies that were constructed or modified to support agricultural 
activities and natural water bodies whose flow is now dominated by agricultural activities.  The 
Basin Plan Amendments would prescribe a process that could be used to de-designate the 
MUN beneficial use in water bodies consistent with Exception 2b of the Sources of Drinking 
Water Policy.  In addition, the proposed Basin Plan Amendments would establish a Limited 
Municipal and Domestic Supply (LMUN) beneficial use that could apply to Ag dominated water 
bodies that do not meet Exception 2b of the Sources of Drinking Water Policy but that have 
inherent limiting conditions, such as low or intermittent flows and/or elevated natural background 
constituent concentrations. 
 
Specific to the 231 water bodies in the SLCC service area where the proposed Basin Plan 
Amendments would de-designate the MUN beneficial use, information gathered through staff 
survey and monitoring efforts demonstrates that the MUN use has not occurred in the past, is 
not occurring presently, and is not expected to occur in the foreseeable future.  All 231 water 
bodies under consideration meet Exception 2b of the Sources of Drinking Water Policy. 
 
POLICY ISSUE 
 
Should the State Water Board approve the amendments to the Basin Plans to establish a 
region-wide MUN beneficial use evaluation process in agriculturally dominated surface water 
bodies and to remove the MUN beneficial use from 231 constructed or modified Ag drains in the 
San Luis Canal Company District? 
 
FISCAL IMPACT 
 
Central Valley Water Board and State Water Board staff work associated with or resulting from 
this action will be addressed with existing and future budgeted resources. 
 
REGIONAL BOARD IMPACT 
 
Yes, approval of this resolution will amend the Central Valley Water Board’s Water Quality 
Control Plan for the Sacramento River and San Joaquin River Basins and the Water Quality 
Control Plan for the Tulare Lake Basin. 
 
REGIONAL BOARD STAFF RECOMMENDATION 
 
That the State Water Board: 
 

1. Approve the amendments to the Basin Plans adopted under Central Valley Water Board 
Resolution R5-2017-0088. 
 

2. Authorize the Executive Director or designee to submit the amendments adopted under 
Central Valley Water Board Resolution R5-2017-0088 as approved, and the 
administrative record for this action to the Office of Administrative Law and the  
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency for approval. 

State Water Board action on this item will assist the Water Boards in reaching Goal 4 of the 
Strategic Plan Update: 2008-2012 comprehensively address water quality protection and 
restoration, and the relationship between water supply and water quality, and describe the 
connections between water quality, water quantity and climate change, throughout California’s 
water planning processes.  In particular, approval of this item will assist in fulfilling Objective 4.3 
to achieve near-term priority Basin Plan amendment needs by collaborating in third-party 
processes.  


